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April 16, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

 

Assistant City Manager 

Natalie Dean reports that the 

MSHDA MOD grant home 

on Spruce Street is very 

close to being finished!  We 

are currently planning an 

open house for May to allow 

people to come in and see 

this beautiful home that will 

go up for sale shortly. 

 

The City welcomes Tracy Ivens as our new Payroll/Accounting Clerk this week.  Tracy (and her 

constant smile) are a great addition to the team!  Also, we are looking forward to April 27th 

when our new Chief Mechanic joins the DPS crew.  We still have an open maintenance position 

at the Department of Public Services and are working to get that filled.  Please share this news 

with your friends and neighbors. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports Great Lakes Engineering was 

contracted by MDOT to perform a QA/QC Safety audit of the city’s bridge maintenance and 

inspection program, with Wightman also attending.  A finding that the method used for 

determining bridge weight restrictions is no longer accepted was determined; so, Wightman is 

drafting a proposal to complete an acceptable loading analysis.  Due to continued 

progress/communication, EGLE approved another one month extension. 

 

We continue to work with Dixon and EGLE on the roof replacement of the WTP Clearwell.  

Several factors, including the necessity for an engineering review of the ability of the current 

structure to support a concrete roof, and/or what modifications would be necessary to do so, all 

have almost doubled the projected price.  As a result, we are reviewing aluminum geodesic and 

conical alternatives.  City Services/Etna was in Tuesday to replace the primary, system-side 

WTP flow meter, which should promise a new level of accuracy. 

 



Wightman, F&V, and city staff met to review the preliminary plan for the WWTP portion of the 

USDA project.  Although only minor changes were noted for most of the plan, a suggestion to 

revisit, revise, and requote the work to the secondary clarifiers was agreed upon.  F&V 

continues to contend with rag issues derailing chains from sprockets in the primary clarifier 

cross flights. 

 

A lot of activity surrounding the CCWS and CAUA took place.  We are working with 

contractors to add another water service in Newburg Township.  A preliminary version of the 

hydrant flushing program has been delivered and is under review.  And, this morning the bid 

opening for several lift-station projects was held. 

 

We continue to work with Miller-Davis, wrapping-up loose-ends with the library project.  

Purchase orders were issued to Wightman for the N. Paul project, and MTL for spring park/bed 

prep.  And, we finalized the contract with Clean-Cut for city property lawn maintenance. 

 

This week, three DPW employees participated in a virtual Water Basic Math course.  Mitch 

attended the SLAUA board meeting. 

 

 

Airport Manager, Oscar Azevedo  

Building construction has been 

completed. Electric system corrections 

inspection on Tuesday. Final phase of 

multiple engineering evaluations for 

final project punch list in the next 

week.  

 

 

 

 

 

Walter Ward Park will see 

the repair and resurfacing of 

all three basketball courts,     

this spring. 

 

Chorba Construction will 

begin work in late May or 

early June as weather and 

ground temperatures permit. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


